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The Gospel of Thomas was a among a 
treasure trove of documents unearthed in 
Nag Hammadi, Egypt, in 1945 – huge 
discovery!



The Gospel of Thomas probably dates from 
sometime approximately 120-140 CE, though 
a great many of its sayings of Jesus seem 
pretty clearly to reflect historical words of 
Jesus and have obvious parallels to sayings in 
the synoptic gospels.



How it begins:

u These are the secret sayings that the living 
Jesus spoke and Judas Thomas the Twin 
[‘Didymus’] recorded.

u He said, “Whoever finds the interpretation of 
these sayings will not taste death.”

u Jesus said, “Let one who seeks not stop seeking 
until one finds. When one finds, one will be 
disturbed. When one is disturbed, one will be 
amazed, and will reign over all.”



Many parables with which we are familiar 
are found, more or less recognizably, in the 
Gospel of Thomas:
u The sower and the seeds (saying 8)

u The mustard seed (saying 20)

u The new wine and old wineskins (saying 47)

u The wealthy farmer who did not foresee his own death 
(saying 63)

u The vineyard owner and the evil tenants (saying 65)

u The pearl of great price (saying 74)

u The shepherd who leaves the 99 to seek the one lost 
sheep (saying 105)

u The treasure hidden in a field (saying 107)



An intriguing parable not found in the 
gospels:

u Jesus said, “The kingdom of the Father is like a 
woman who was carrying a jar full of flour. While 
she was walking on a road far from home, the 
handle of the jar broke and the flour spilled behind 
her on the road. She did not know it; she had not 
noticed the problem. When she reached her house, 
she put the jar down and discovered that it was 
empty.”   

u (Saying 95)



The Gospel of Thomas’s version of the classic 
Christological question, “Who do you say that 
I am?”

u Jesus said to his disciples, “Compare me with someone, 
and tell me whom I am like.”

u Simon Peter said to him, “You are like a righteous 
angel.”

u Matthew said to him, “You are like a wise philosopher.”
u Thomas said to him, “Teacher, my mouth is entirely 

unable to say whom you are like.”
u Jesus replied, “I am not your teacher. You have become 

intoxicated because you have drunk from the bubbling 
spring that I have tended.” And he took Thomas and 
withdrew, and told him three things.



u When Thomas came back to his friends, they asked him, 
“What did Jesus tell you?”

u Thomas said to them, “If I tell you even one of the 
things he told me, you will pick up rocks and stone me. 
Then fire will come forth from the rocks and devour 
you.”                                                            (Saying 13)

u Similarly, later in the Gospel of Thomas:

u Jesus said, “Whoever drinks from my mouth will be like 
me, and I shall be that person, and what is hidden will 
be revealed to that one.”                             (Saying 107)



This leads us to some of the more 
obviously ‘gnostic’ passages in Thomas:
u Jesus said, . . . “the kingdom is inside you and outside 

you. When you know yourselves, then you will be 
known, and will understand that you are children of the 
living Father. But if you do not know yourselves, then 
you live in poverty, and embody poverty.”    (Saying 3)

u The disciples said to Jesus, “Tell us about the end.” 
Jesus said, “Have you already discovered the beginning, 
that now you can seek after the end? For where the 
beginning is, the end will be.                                               
Blessed is one who stands at the beginning: that one 
will know the end, and will not taste death.”

u (Saying 18)



u Mary asked Jesus, “Whom are your disciples like?”        
Jesus replied, “They are like little children living in a 
field that is not theirs. When the owners of the field 
come, they will say, ‘Give our field back to us.’ The 
children will take off their clothes in the presence of 
the owners, and thus give the field back and return it to 
them.”                                                      (Saying 21)

u Jesus said, “If the flesh came into being because of 
spirit, it is amazing, but if spirit came into being 
because of the body, it is even more amazing. I am 
amazed, though, at how such great wealth has settled 
into such poverty.”                                   (Saying 29)

u Jesus said, “Where there are three deities, they are 
divine. Where there are two or one, I am present.” 

(Saying 30)



More ‘gnostic’ sayings of Jesus in the 
Gospel of Thomas:
u His disciples asked, “When will you appear to us, and when 

shall we see you [again]?”
u Jesus replied, “When you strip and are not embarrassed, and 

you take your clothes and throw them down under your feet 
like little children and trample them, then you will see the 
Son of the Living One and you will not be afraid.” (Saying 37)

u Jesus said, “If some say to you, ‘Where have you come 
from?’ say to them, ‘We have come from the light, where 
the light came into being by itself, established itself, and 
appeared in an image of light.’

u “If they say to you, ‘Are you the light?’ say, ‘We are its 
children, and we are the chosen of the living Father.’ 

u “If they ask you, ‘What is the evidence of your Father in 
you?’ tell them, ‘It is motion and rest.’”           (Saying 50)



The Gospel of Thomas’s version of entering 
the kingdom like a child:

u Jesus saw some babies nursing. He said to his disciples, 
“These nursing babies are like those who enter the 
kingdom.” They said to him, “Then shall we enter the 
kingdom as babies?” Jesus replied:

u “When you make the two into one; when you make the 
inner like the outer and the outer like the inner; when 
you make male and female into a single one, so that 
male will not be male and the female will not be 
female; when you make eyes replacing an eye, a hand 
replacing a hand, a foot replacing a foot, and an image 
replacing an image, then you will enter the kingdom.”

u (Saying 22)



And the final sayings of this gospel:

u Jesus said, “Woe to the flesh that depends on the soul!   
Woe to the soul that depends on the flesh!”

u His disciples said to him, “When will the kingdom 
come?”

u “It will not come by looking for it. Nor will it do to say, 
‘Behold, over here!’ or ‘Behold, over there!’ Rather, 
the kingdom of the Father is spread out on the earth, 
and people do not see it.”

u Simon Peter said to them, “Let Mary leave us, because 
women are not worthy of life.”

u Jesus said, “Behold, I shall guide her so as to make her 
male, that she too may become a living spirit like you 
men. For every woman who makes herself male will 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Sayings 111-113)


